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THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE 

WASHING I ON 


OSD, NRO, JCS Declassification/Release Instructions on File 


MEMORANDUM FOR The Chairman. Joint Chief® o£ Stall . . 

The Director. National Reconnaissance Office (©) 


SUBJECT: Operational Aspect® of the National Reconnaissance 

Office (NRO)(S) 

Reference: C/JGS memo to Sec D©f, subject as above, dated 

2 May 6S (file CM £42-63). 


X have reviewed tbo above referenced memorandum and have 
reached the following conclusion® . 

a. I agree in principle with the organisational arrange- 
ment recommended by the Director, National Reconnaissance 
Office, mad concurred to by 6b® Saint Ghi«f© of Staff* 


b. Final agreement on this organisational arrangement 
is contingent upon JCS /Director, NRO concurrence in the explicit 
add itional duties to be performed by the JRC in this connection. 
Accordingly, I am transmitting os Attachment X the Terms of 
undo* which 1 dasir® th@s@ additioa^&l JRG duti@© U> 
performed. 1 am also transmitting as Attachment ll , for any further 
JCS comments, a delineation of proposed additional functions and 
responsibilities of the JRC. compatible with the Terms of Reference, 
which would also form the basis for modification of the JRC charter. 


V -- c. I agree with the specific recommendation of the 
Director, NRO that NRO responsibility for aircraft overflights will 
ce&s© upon decision by the Secretary of Defense or higher authority 
that the area in question has become an active theater of military 
operations. 


d. 

sibilities for 


1 do not concur la the JCS proposal that R&D reopon- 
eat©Uite reconnaissance system® to b® used in conflict 
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V 


w 


lUoationi tea assigned to the military Service®. It i* nay present 
view that responsibility for reconnai s sane© eatsUita R&D aad 
operation should remain as assigned l& the National Reconnaissance 
Office, subject to my approval, and that adequate mechanisms 
exist to promulgate the development of euch system® for potential 
employment through National Raconsaissaas© OMe© channels. 

Cyj iwt^ 

e, I request that the JC3 by J mo li. 196S» Inform me 
and the Director, liRO ©f any^estabUehc^^R&D requirements for 
realistic employment of satellite® for recorai&isean©© in central 
end limited wbtb which, in the opinion of fee JCS, are yet to be 
f ulfill ed or would require different implementation. 


2 Attachments 

I - Terms of Refer®®©® 
NB.O f$G& Airar&fi 
Operation® Center 
IX • Proposed Additional 
Duties of JRG 


•> 
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